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In this book, which is part of Routledge’s The
Making of the Contemporary World series, Jo-
nathan Farley provides a short overview on
the making of Southern Africa as a region
since the end of World War II. Farley has wor-
ked in the Department of History and Inter-
national Affairs at the Royal Naval College,
Greenwich, where he mainly taught African
and Middle East politics on naval officer cour-
ses. He retired from the Royal Naval College
in 1999.

First of all, this is a courageous underta-
king. The history of this region is complex,
especially when one plans to give an over-
view on the economic and social, the political,
the security and the foreign policy dimensi-
ons on just 140 plus pages! The difficulty to
do justice to all the intricate details and inter-
linkages which other authors have analysed
on so many more pages is evident – and a cri-
tique could just be based on a list of gaps and
omissions (of which there are indeed quite a
number). Farley’s narrative centres on the re-
gional implications of the late decolonization
of the Portuguese empire in Africa (i.e. An-
gola, Mozambique) and the liberation strug-
gles against the white settler regimes in occu-
pied Namibia, Southern Rhodesia and apart-
heid South Africa. However, the book is not
the kind of comprehensive historical account
which would make sense of the entangled his-
tory of the region. All in all Fairly’s account
remains very conventional as it treats states
as containers, separates the domestic from the
foreign and focuses too much few important
statesmen actors.

The „making of“ as a region and the nature
of regioness of Southern Africa is not discus-
sed at any length. Given the economic and po-
litical dependencies as well as the interven-
tionist nature of apartheid and the transna-
tional character of anti-apartheid diplomacy
this is at least surprising. Just to pick up on
one particular critical juncture which shaped
the region, the end of apartheid in South Af-

rica: Here Farley almost discounts the who-
le issue of the cumbersome sanctions cam-
paigns and how the imposition of sanctions,
however weak, curtailed the room to manoeu-
vre for the South African regime – especial-
ly during the second half of 1989 and in rela-
tion to the specific nature of the South Afri-
can finance regime. The subsequent negotia-
tions between the government and the ANC
are squeezed into one paragraph which can-
not explain what was at stake and why a tran-
sition was possible at all. Here the danger
of over-simplification which comes with the
choice of the format becomes extremely evi-
dent.

Some more impressions from this book:
the description of the socio-economic dyna-
mics and actors of Southern Africa is under-
complex and lacks historic depth; throughout
the text the reader is confronted with essen-
tialising and sometimes patronizing langua-
ge – there are Mugabe’s Shona people and
Nkomo’s Ndebele (p. 75, my emphasis) as
well as African women „who are not yet suf-
ficiently knowledgeable about basic health
matters“ (p. 32). More attention could have
been paid to detail (e.g. South Africa’s RDP,
refers to the Reconstruction and Development
Programme and not the Renewal and Deve-
lopment Plan, p. 86). Some sections of the
book have been updated to some degree up
to 2007 (South Africa), whereas other sections
somehow stop with 2004 (Zimbabwe, Swazi-
land, Lesotho, but also NePAD). The selecti-
on of the literature consulted is highly arbi-
trary; too many important publications have
not been consulted. In conclusion, the author
fails to meet the high ambitions signalled with
the format. For undergraduates and other per-
sons interested in a short history of the ma-
king of Southern Africa (this seems to be the
target audience of the series) this book cannot
be more than just a very first encounter with
the topic.
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